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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea.-—Is a. xi. 9.
"Some trust in chariots and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord our God." — P s a .
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"When a N e i g h b o r Spoke.

Norman H. Camp, evangelist, relates the following in The SundaySchool Times:
One of the most remarkable conversions I have witnessed in my work
as an evangelist is that of James Gibbons, of Sidney Mines, Novo Scotia.
The meetings had been in progress
that Summer in a tenl for at least two
months, and the power of God was
more and more manifested in the city.
This man had not attended any of the
meetings, but had been spoken to by a
godly neighbor two or three times and
urged to attend.
One afternoon Gibbons went to
town for some groceries. He lived
about a mile out, in what they called
the Half-Way Place. He had intended to return home promptly; but he
fell in with other men, who invited
him to drink, and it was about halfpast eight that night before he started
home, considerably under the influence of liquor. When he reached
the outskirts of the town the thought
came to him, "Am I always going
home to my family in this condition?"
He felt the presence of God, and he
seemed to see this godly neighbor
urging him to go to the meetings. He
started back with the thought of going
to the tent, but he had not gone far
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before he determined to put it off and
return home. He turned again in the
road for home, but God stopped him.
It seemed as though he were against a
high wall. He thought he would go
around it, but a voice seemed to say:
"God can stop you there, too." So
overpowered was he with God's presence that he bowed his head with his
hands on his knees, and cried out,
"O God, if you have anything for
me, give it to me to-night."
Then he started for the tent as fast
as his feet could carry him. As he
came down the central aisle of the
tent, about nine o'clock, I was giving
the invitation and exhorting the people to accept Christ. Several had responded. As I saw Gibbons coming
down the aisle I left the platform and
went down to meet him. Taking him
by the hand, I said:
"You have decided to accept Christ
as your Savior?"
"I don't know yet," he answered;
"just let me sit down here a moment."
I showed him a seat, and returned
to the platform. Others were coming
forward and calling upon God. Presently one of the workers spoke to
Gibbons again, and he came forward.
He too knelt in the sawdust and prayed the publican's prayer: "God be
merciful to me a sinner."
Gibbons was about the last to leave
the tent. We had dealt with him as
best we could. At the door he said,
as he pointed to a girl about fourteen
years old, "This is my daughter."
Turning to her I said: "Your father
has accepted Jesus as his Savior.
Aren't you glad? And won't you receive Him as your Savior, too?"
With tears in her eyes the girl replied
that she would; and the father said:
"That's right my daughter, just you
kneel down and ask Him to save you."
We all knelt down, and she called
upon God.
As they left the tent I put their
hands together and said: "Now you
have both received Jesus as your
Savior; will you tell mother when you
get home?" They said they would,
and started down the road.
On the way as Gibbons afterward
told it, he said to himself, "What have
I got? Has God done anything for
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me?" Then he replied, "Well, I've
received Christ as my Savior, and
asked God to save me, and I believe
He does." As he said that the power
came, and he began to praise God.
He had a wonderful testimony. God
not only saved him from drunkenness,
but also from a tobacco habit of over
forty years' standing, and filled his
mouth with praise. Afterward his
sons and daughters accepted Christ,
and finally his wife. He used to say:
"When / got out of the way, my
whole family came to God.
What was it that God used to turn .
Gibbons from darkness to light ? Was
it not the personal word of the neighbor? No doubt the neighbor spoke
with trembling and fear, tempted to
question if it were really worth while.
But God used the word spoken in
weakness, and not only saved the man,
but his entire family. Does is not
pay to do personal work?
The truth which another man has
won from nature or from life is not
our truth until we have lived it.
Only that becomes real or helpful to
any man which has cost the sweat of
his brow, the effort of his brain, or
the anguish of his soul.—David Starr
Jordan.
A heart full of the love of Christ
and impelled by a sincere desire to
help, will tactfully find a way to win
even the most obdurate and indifferent, for God uses the willing and
obedient who consecrate themselves
to his service.
Conference Minutes—Notice !

Conference Minutes can be ordered
by addressing S. R. Smith, Grantham,
Pa. A number of districts have not
yet designated the number they want.
The order should be placed NOW.
Don't delay.
On page 15 will be found Dr.
Yahn's fourth article on the Graded
Lesson System as given in The
Church Advocate. In our last issue
we gave article three, and we wish our
readers would take notice of these criticisms: it is something not to be
passed over lightly.
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EDITORIAL.
Conference Notes.

Another mile stone has passed in
the history of the Brethren in Christ
church. Numerically we are rated
with the smallest of religious bodies
and in consequence are not much
noticed. We trust, however, that as
God sees and rates us we may have
His approval as a saintly working
body of His people.
Conference of 1912 bore evidence
of the earnestness, zeal, piety, devotion, yieldedness and consecration of
those who compose the membership of
this body, and gave proof that in its
estimation the organization stands for
important principles and that its
testimony is needed in these days of
growing worldliness and apostasy
among the professed people of God.
The organization of conference for
its work took place on Tuesday morning, May 21, when Bishop J. N. Engle
of Kansas, was chosen moderator;
Bishop J. R. Zook, Des Moines, la.,
first assistant, and Bishop M. H.
Oberholser, Chambersburg, Pa., second assistant. The brethren D. W.
Heise, Gormley, Ont., and E. S.
Engle, Abilene, Kans., were appoint-

The district where conference was
entertained had planned and organized
and provided intelligently for this important event, and succeeded in entertaining all the visitors as well as delegates comfortably, in spite of cool
weather, heavy rains and muddy
roads, which was no small matter to
do. The district was deserving of the
thanks of all who attended for the
kind entertainment received at the
hands of the entertainers.
An interesting Sunday-School Conference was held on Monday afternoon, when a number of brethren addressed the assembly in behalf of this
branch of the work of the church.
Interesting testimony was also given
bearing on what the Sunday-school is
accomplishing. The evening assemblies were largely attended and proved
interesting and helpful. On Monday
evening the annual ministerial meeting was held when brethren discussed
various topics pertaining to the prosperity of the church in the various
phases of her work. On Tuesday
evening Foreign Mission work was
discussed. As Bro. and Sr. Frey and
Sr. Doner, who had recently returned
on furlough from South Africa, were
present, they were eagerly listened to
as they spoke of the work and its success in that part of the Lord's great
harvest field. A generous free-will
offering for this work was given at the
close of the meeting. On Wednesday
evening Home Missions received attention, and the addresses of Sr.
Sarah Bert, of Chicago, 111., Sr. H. L.
Smith, Grantham, Pa., who spent a
year at San Francisco Mission previous to her marriage last Winter. Sr.
Cassel of Ohio, and Bro. H. J. Wagaman, of Buffalo Mission, were listened
to with eagerness and evident satisfaction as the speakers spoke of the
needs in these large cities where
wickedness is abounding. A free-will
offering in support of this work was
also given.
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The legislation as accomplished by
Conference, will appear fully in the
official minutes which will soon be distributed. Harmony and forbearance
and love appeared to prevail during
the entire proceedings and we think
delegates, generally, felt satisfied with
the work done, although it is true that
not everybody got his will accomplished.
We may mention some things that
were passed:
Districts that have in the past failed
to send delegates to conference will
be kindly admonished to do so in the
future.
A committee was appointed to formulate a manual of what constitutes
the non-resistant doctrine, and what
constitutes business relations in corporations wherein brethren should not
be allied and from which they should
withdraw, and report to next year's
conference.
A petition to permit illustrations
pertaining to our Foreign Mission
work to appear on the pages of the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR was voted
down.
Article 7, Conference Minutes of
1873 was reconsidered and given a
more liberal interpretation.
A Church Manual in condensed
form is to be published.
A committee was appointed to investigate and decide as to the matter
of re-locating the Messiah Orphanage.
Conference failed to accept the
recommendations of the committee
appointed last year to devise a plan as
to the payment of Conference expenses.
Upon the recommendation of the
H. M. B., both Philadelphia and Des
Moines Missions were put under the
supervision of the General Executive
Board for the Conference year.
In the reports of the Foreign Mission Board there was much to encourage, it being evident that our people are interested in that part of the
work. The expansion has been so
large and pronounced during the past
year, that it seemed wise to the Board
to recommend that no further expansion be undertaken during the current year. The thought evidently is
that our hands will be quite full to
take care of what we have now started. The Mission recently started
in the city of Dayton, Ohio, under
Ohio State Council was also put under
the supervision of the church, and is
in charge of Eld. W. H. Boyer and
wife.
Thus may the work of the Lord as
represented by this body of believers
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continue to prosper and go forward so
that at His coming we may have confidence and not need to be ashamed
before Him. Let us all strive so that
we may be crowned at last and reign
with Him when He shall reign as
King of kings and Lord of lords.
Since we wrote our last notes we
have been absent from our office for
fifteen days. We left the city on May
9, in the evening, and returned May
25, in the early morning. On our trip
we visited at the Buffalo Mission for
one day, attending a cottage prayermeeting at Bro. Ehler's home. A
goodly number had gathered and enjoyed a season of refreshing from the
Lord. Saturday, May 11, was spent
among the Wainfleet brethren where
we were permitted to call at a goodly
number of homes. On Sunday morning, May 12, we met with them in
worship. The congregation was quite
fair in spite of it being rainy. It was
a privilege to meet here once more
where in years gone by we frequently
visited. Changes have been many
through the passing years, but the
brethren are earnestly pushing forward the work in the interests of the
Master's kingdom. May God continue to bless the work at Wainfleet.
In the evening of this day we attended
service at South Pelham, meeting with
the small number of members there.
Bad roads and rain hindered a larger
attendance here. On Monday, May
13, we went to Berlin, Ont, where
once more it was our privilege to visit
mother for a few days. Mother is
now rapidly approaching her 91st
birthday. Her family consists of five
sons and four daughters. She is still
glad to have the children for whom
she cared and whose steps she guided
and guarded from infancy to manhood and womanhood, to come and
visit her, and at best the children cannot expect that this privilege of visiting mother can extend to them much
longer. On May 16, in the evening,
we reached Fonthill, Ont., where we
visited with our daughter and her
family for two days, and then came
into the neighborhood of Stevensville
where conference was held the week
following. We left the place of conference on Friday evening, May 24,
reaching Harfisburg, Pa., the next
morning. The Lord enabled us to
complete this journey safely, without
mishap, and we render thanks unto
Him for having permitted us to enjoy
this season and return safely. As
conference has entrusted us with the
office of editor for another year, we
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pray that we may fill it worthily and
for the glory of God and the welfare
and edification of His people.

This happened in Pennsylvania.
I
could give the names of all concerned,
and personally knew all but one—he
had moved West.
We have received. from Eld. I. O.
The church had decided to elect
Lehman, Johannesburg, Transvaal, two ministers. The district was under
S. Africa, a supply of "Powell's Map the supervision of one elder. The reof the Reef." It is an outline map of sult of the voting seemingly was not
this world-famous mining district in satisfactory to the presiding elder in
South Africa, where thousands and that his choice man was not in the
thousands of natives work and where number but stood Number 4. So the
the brethren Lehman and Eyster are elder brought tBe matter before the
prosecuting their mission work. The church, and suggested that four be inprice of these maps is 5 cents, and can stalled instead of two as had been debe had by addressing this office, or cided upon. It can easily be imagined
Eld. C. N. Hostetter, Washington that none of the younger brethren obBoro, Pa. The money will all go in jected, and few, if any old brethren
support of these missions.
being present, he had his own way.
So the four were installed. Next the
We acknowledged receipt, from the old elder, getting old, proposed to inPLAIN BUTTON CO., of Abilene, Kans., stall the four brethren to the eldership,
of one of their Plain Collar Buttons. or bishoprick, at once without holding
For brethren and others who use spe- an election, giving as a reason becial buttons, this button certainly cause they were all four put to the
would fill a long felt need. Of it the ministry at the same time.
makers say it is "The only correct
The No. 4 brother, a gifted and elobutton for Brethren and plain dressed quent brother, with much conceit and
men. It is a separable button with self-will, began to take his own course
white celluloid' front.
NO gold and became "puffed up." The old
shows. Has a white pearl back. Made elder lived to see some of the sad conof best materials, and tits any collar." sequences of his loose housekeeping,
Its price is 25 cents, postpaid. Can be regretted upon his deathbed the manhad by addressing the makers as ner of his work. But sad as it was,
above.
he did not live to see the worst, as this
brother No. 4 was afterwards the
Brother Josephus Baker, a deacon cause of the division of the church,
in the Nottawa, Ont., dist, has had the rent and wound of which has not
his post-office address changed from been healed to this day.
Duntroon, Ont., to Batteau, Ont.
The second instance which I will
Friends writing to him will please
name also happened in Pennsylvania.
note the change.
The church had decided to elect two
ministers. But as in the former case
We herewith give 'our readers a after the vote was taken the elder of
second letter by our aged brother, A. the district proposed that three might
M. Engle, of Detroit, Kans., on the be taken. This caused such trouble
importance of correct housekeeping in that the worst perhaps has never been
the church in order to retain the ap- told.
proval of God and not suffer shipSome brethren knowing and seeing
wreck and have to be disowned of
these
sad consequences, had the matGod. The letter is as follows:
ter brought before general conference,
In a previous article I wrote conwhere it was decided that no more
cerning the unscriptural manner of
should be taken or installed than was
electing ministers and officers in the
decided upon before the vote was
church. In this I shall set forth or retaken; and if there should be a tie vote
late some of the ill consequences that
it should be decided by lot between
followed such elections, especially
the two. Yet this decision has been
such as were not carried out as preset aside by the argument of the elder
viously decided upon. This is not a
that a district has the right to do so, if
pleasant undertaking. I hope and
the brethren of such district agree in
pray it may be a means of avoiding
the case in hand to do so. If such
and averting like and other sad conhousekeeping is adopted or is legal, or
sequences.
permissible in the church, pray, what
What I will now write all happened use is there for the church to hold
in my time,—some before my re- councils, travelling thousands of miles
membrance—but can all be vouched and spending time and money, if such
for. The first instance was by install- decisions can be annulled and set
ing more brethren than the church
had decided on before taking the vote.
(Continued on page 16.)
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NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

Kansas.
Clay County,

June 22, 23.
Ontario.

HONE AND FOREIGN FIELDS
Addresses of Missionaries.
Africa.
H. P. Steigerwald, Grace Steigerwald,
Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
Myron and Ada Taylor, H . Frances
Davidson, Choma, N. W. Rhodesia, South
Africa.
Elizabeth Engle, Walter O. Winger,
Abbie B. Winger, Mtshabezi Mission,
Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, box 5263,
Johannesburg, South Africa.
Louis B. Steckley, Sadie Book, Cora
Alvis, Mandamabge Mission, Selukwe, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Cinderalla
Mine, Boksburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L. and Mrs. A. L. Musser, Maggie
Landis, No. 11 Beckbagan Lane, Ballygunj
P. O., Calcutta, India.
The following are not under the F. M. B . :
D. W . and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Adra, B.
N. R., India.
E'lmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Central
America.
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.

•••
Our City M i s s i o n s .

Nottawa,
Howick,
Wainfleet
Waterloo,

June 8, 9.
June 15, 16.
June 15, 16.
June 22, 23.

1

A cordial invitation to attend these love
feasts is extended.
Philadelphia Mission.
Report from April 22 to May 27.
"Bless the Lord O my soul and all that
is within me, bless his holy name." Amen.
" H e that giveth to the poor lendeth to
the Lord."
" T h e Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
want. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the
still waters."
"Let not your heart be troubled; believe
in God, believe also in me." May God
bless you all. Amen.
FINANCIAL.

Balance on hand,

$16 63.

Receipts.
A brother, Mowersville, Pa., $7; a
brother, In His Name, $ 1 ; a sister, Philadelphia, Pa., 50 cents; cash, $6; offerings,
$8.70.
Total, . . :
$39.83.
Bxp en ditures.
Provisions, $29.58; gas, $2.75; Mission
work, $4.18; other expenses, $3.34.
Total
$39.85.
Balance on hand,
65 cents.
Your sister in Jesus,
MARY K.

Philadelphia Mission, 3423 North Second
street, in charge of Sr. Mary K. Stover.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother H . J. and Sr.
Edna Wagaman.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead street.
In charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Brother B.
L. Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 1226 W . n t h
street. In charge of Eld. J. R. and Sister
Anna Zook.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of E. N. and Adella Engle, R. RNo. 3, Box 1.
San Francisco Mission, 52 Cumberland
St., in charge of Sr. Lizzie Winger and
workers.

•m •
Liove F e a s t s .
Pennsylvania.
Antrim M. H
June 4< 5R. R. station, Greencastle.
Trolley
stop 60.
Fairland M. EL,
June 5, 6.
Silverdale,
June 8, 9.
Write to Bro. H . B. Stout, Silverdale,
Pa., who will make arrangements to convey visitors from the station.
Lykens Valley,
June 12, 13.
At the home of Bro. A. B. Lauver near
Millersburg, Pa.
Grantham
June 19.
Afternoon and evening.
A Purity meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, and school closing exercises
on Wednesday forenoon, followed by love
feast services afternoon and evening. ,
New
York.
Clarence Center,
June 22, 23.
Ohio.
Valley Chapel,
June 8, 9.
Meeting begins Saturday morning.
Paradise M. H., Wayne Co., . J u n e 15, 16.
Opening service at 10 a. m. on the 15th.
Indiana.
Elkhart

June 8, 9.

STOVER.

Note.—Sister Stover's account gives a
balance on hand o f ' 6 5 cents, while the account itself would indicate a shortage of
2 cents. In either case, there is an indication that something should go to that
treasury without delay.—Editor.

——
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Dayton Mission.
Report From March 28 to May 1, 1912.
To the dear readers of the VISITOR: W e
greet you in the precious name of Jesus.
This is our first attempt to give a report.
We truly have abundant reason to be encouraged, and do sincerely thank our
heavenly Father, and wish to express our
thankfulness and appreciation of our dear
brethren and sisters for their kind remembrance of this newly begun work by
a helping hand. W e are glad for what the
Lord has done, and is doing, for our little
mission, in opening the way for us into
the many homes, and giving us a kind reception, and promising their dear little
children for the Sunday-school. Surely it
is alarming to find so much indifference,
and unconcern among the people in this
community. Truly the need of salvation
is great. When we see how the young people and the children are going down into
sin; it makes our hearts feel sad, and
anxious to do what we can . to rescue
them. W e are glad for the dear children
who have come into the Sunday-school.
T h e greater part of them know very little
about the Bible.
Our school started with twenty-one, and
so far our highest number was forty-four.
Of this number twenty-seven were children, ranging in age from four to fourteen.
W e pray that these precious children may
continue to come and that their interest
may increase; also that others may be
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gathered in. Will you. please continue to
pray for us and the work, that God may
not be disappointed in us, and the work H e
purposed in this place may be accomplished in His name.
Financial.
RECEIPTS.

Ohio State Council offering, $25.42;
Emma Dohner,' West Milton, O., $ 1 ;
Mother Ulery, Springfield, O., $5; Dayton
Mission dedication offering, $27.35! Fairview S. S., offering, $5.81; Mrs. Winter,
Ashland, O., $1. Total, $65.58.
EXPENDITURES.

One month rent, $18; gas stove, rent for
five months, $1.50; heating stove and pipe,
$6.70; coal, $2.15; 28 chairs, $13.75; 15
chairs donated; material and Mission sign
painting, $1.75; gass and light
fixtures,
$1.27; table supplies, $8.53; for incidentals,
$2.91. Total, $56.56.
Balance on hand May 1,
$9 C2
O T H E R DONATIONS.

Sr. Iva Herr, flour, Graham flour, butter,
eggs, apples, cheese, sweet and butter milk;
Isaac Engle, Graham flour, corn meal,
canned fruit and apple butter; Elwood
Cassel, eggs and cheese; M. L. Dohner,
eggs; Sr. Edna Sinks, eggs.
Yours in Him,
W. H .

601 Thayer

AND S U S I E BOYER.

St., Dayton,

O.

•» •
Mooretown Center Mission, Sandusky,
Mich.
After much prayer and waiting before
God, we were made to realize H i s leading
in a definite way to this place, at least for
this year. And everything being satisfactory with the H. M. B. we accordingly
shipped our goods on March 14, and after
some delay in getting our car through we
got settled in our new home.
The work here has been without a
regular pastor for some time, the appointments, being filled intermittently by the
brethren from Carland and Imlay City.
There was no Sunday-school and for some
time there had been no regular services.
The Sunday-school was reorganized with
an attendance of twenty-seven, and has
since increased over thirty per cent, in
average attendance.
W e have services
every Sabbath morning and evening also
a cottage prayer-meeting during the week.
All of these services are well attended and
the outlook is good.
Soon after our coming here we began a
continued meeting but on account of bad
roads and stormy weather we were compelled to close. T h e interest manifested
at these meetings was good and we hope
D. V. to do more along this line in the
near future.
It has pleased God to bring into the
work Sr. Salome Fulmer, who is actively
engaged in the • Sunday-school
work.
There is much to be done, too, in the way
of fixing things so that one can live comfortably. I n a rural home one needs a cow
and chickens, etc., and the provisions for
them had not yet been made and are not
yet completed.
The Father only knows what will be the
outcome of the year's work, and while we
feel confident in Him, we know that there
is opposition to the cause of Christ. May
we have a large place in your prayers for
us that the will of the Lord may be done.
Financial.
REPORT.

Cost of moving, R. R. transportation, etc.,
$67.83. Improvements, etc.: Chicken coop,
$5.51; window shades, $2.50; cement for
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basement, $2.54; special' Sabbath-school
supplies, $0.38. household expenses: groceries, provisions, etc., to May 1, 1912,
$1378. Total expenditures, $92.54Received from Home Mission Treasury,
$61 34
Other donations,
28 89
Total received, $92.23. Bal. due Mission,
$2.31.
Yours and His, for souls,
BRO. AND SR. V.

L.

STUMP.

Upland Letter.
Readers of the VISITOR.
Greeting:
"Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is
within me, bless His holy name. Bless the
Lord O my soul, and forget not all His
benefits.". Surely our hearts should always
be filled with praises for the many spiritual
and temporal blessings we enjoy.
We rejoice that .the Lord again permitted
us to remember Him in partaking of the
bread and cup. How precious to the redeemed ones to thus remember Him till
H e comes. Love and unity was prevailing.
Quite a few from eastern points partook of
the feast with us.
The Sunday morning services were very
impressive. Brother Jesse Sheets was ordained as a minister. We are glad that the
brotherhood here seems to be a unit in
wishing him God's richest blessings in the
work of the ministry.
Brother Andrew Winger, who has been
laboring in the San Francisco Mission for
more than a year, is with us again for a
little while. He gave us a very interesting
talk on the work of the Mission. It is
bearing fruit for God in. that wicked city.
It will not be very long, God willing, until
Brother Winger will enter the foreign mission field.
ISAAC D.

KREISS,

Correspondent.
May 6, ii)i2.
Baptismal.
On Sunday, morning, May 5, an interesting baptismal service was held at the Mt.
Pleasant M. H., Rapho district, Lancaster
county, Pa. Meeting was opened by the
reading of Isa. 55, and prayer by Brother
David Martin, of Illinois. Brother David
Brehm and Brother Claton Engle, of H u m melstown, preached the word with power.
Text, Matt. 28:19, 20. Elder Henry Hoffer then followed and after the discourse
thirty-five new members were received into
church fellowship according to Matt. 18,
and after services were taken to the rolling
stream near by and buried in baptism and
rose to walk in newness of life. They
ranged in age from about 8 to 70 years.
Thus we can see that the last Winter's
labor was not in vain. Our prayer is that
their lives may show forth a risen Christ,
and that many more may yet turn before it
is too late.
JOSEPH K.

GISH.

Mt. Joy, Pa.
On t h e H o m e w a r d W a y .
N E W YORK, May

9, 1912.

T o the readers of the VISITOR: After
nearly seven years of labor for the Lord in
darkest Africa, H e has opened the way for
our release for a while, and for our return
to our native land to meet our loved ones
again. W e went forth with joy, and can
sav that, notwithstanding severe tests and

sore trials, H e has continually given us joy
in the service to which H e had called us.
We indeed love the work; and seeing there
is so much to be done and so few to do it,
we were loth to leave. Knowing however,
that the depressing climate of Africa and
the continuous strain of the work were
telling upon our physical strength and mental capacity, we gladly accepted the privilege of returning home for a time; with the
firm hope however of again returning to
our post of duty in due course with new
strength and vigor.
W e need not tell you that our hearts
throb with joy for the prospects of meeting our loved ones again and of enjoying
the fellowship of those of like precious
faith. When isolated and far away from
you all we had often wished for the privilege of sitting, as it were, in heavenly places
with you. Now, we trust that privilege
will soon be ours, though it scarcely seems
real as yet. We rejoice in anticipation;
hut as we do so we still cannot forget those
dear ones whom we have left behind, and
who are now in the midst of the battle
bearing the heat and burden of the day.
Neither can we forget the many who are
still in utter darkness, and we pray the
Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers
into His harvest.
We feel to thank all those of you who
have borne us up in the arms of prayer
during these years, and have also shared
with us of your material blessings that His
cause might prosper. W e feel that we are
knit together with, the cords of love which
we trust never will be severed.
W e now ask you to continue in prayer
for us while we remain in the homeland,
that we may be kept low at His feet and be
used of Him. And pray also for those
whom we have left behind that they may
have strength, both bodily and spiritual, for
the increased burdens which will be theirs.
And for those who have been saved from
the clutches of heathenism that they may
he faithful unto death. Moreover, is God
not calling some of you to answer His call
for laborers, and to say, like Isaiah, "Here
am T, send m e ? " How many will respond?
Yours in Jesus, our Lord.
HARVEY AND E M M A
SALEIE K.

PREY.

DONER.

Mtshabezi Mission.
Dear readers of the VISITOR : Greeting
in Jesus' precious name. It has been quite
a long time since I have written to the
VISITOR. Even though I. have been silent,
yet I have often met the dear ones of our
heavenly family around the throne. Yes,
we are thousands of miles apart and yet
near. As the little poem "Mizpah" says:
Thou goest thy way and I go mine,
Apart, yet not afar;
Only a thin veil hangs between
The pathways where we are.
"God keep watch 'tween thee and m e ; "
This is my prayer;
H e looketh thy way, H e looketh mine,
And we are neSr.
Although our paths be separate,
And thy path is not mine,
Yet coming to the mercy seat
My soul will meet with thine.
"God keep watch 'tween Thee and me,"
I'll whisper t h e r e ;
H e blesseth thee, H e blesseth me.
And we are near.

I do thank God that through Jesus we
•can be near. I know that in the months
past many dear ones have met me around
the throne and given me a helping hand by
their prayers to the Father in my behalf.
The past ten months have not been without severe testings and trials. I sometimes
felt very thankful for the Apostle P e t e r ' s .
words where he said, "Think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you as though some strange thing happened
unto you. But rejoice inasmuch as ye arc
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that when
his glory shall be revealed ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy." Yes, trials come,
but our Father wants to give us grace to
overcome them. I do praise God for His
sweet helping power.
The Eastertide has been very sweet and
beautiful to me. On Friday all day I
seemed to realize my Lord hanging on the
cross for me and then on the Lord's day
as we studied about the resurrection, I
again realized to a greater extent the
. sweetness and gentleness of our Lord.
Mary waited and with weeping was seeking her Lord. She was looking for Him
and she was not disappointed. W h a t must
have been her thrill of joy as H e said,
"Mary," I almost think I can realize a little
of the sweetness and love in that voice, and
then to think He is just the same loving
Saviour to-day. W h y should we fear?
Why should we grieve or trouble about the
earthly when we have Jesus -and H e is our
all and in all?
My desire is to realize my Jesus in a
greater measure than ever before.
I do
want to satisfy His great heart of love. I
want my life to be one continual praise
for Him.
Now, a little about things in general, at
this place. Before this reaches you some of
our readers will undoubtedly have met
Bro. Frey and family, and Sr. Doner. W e
miss them in many ways for when they left
here the burden of the work has fallen
upon Sr. Engle, Bro. Winger and myself.
We realize very keenly the responsibility
of the position and our desire is to fill it
to the best of our ability.
There are twenty-four mothers and girls,
three small children, and eighteen boys,
beside Bunu, the native teacher. It means
much to keep them at work and teach them
to do their work properly, as well as to use
wisdom in the many little occurrences,
which confront us many times.
The girls sew twice a week from three
p. m. to six o'clock.
Then on Monday
afternoon they have about two hours which
they devote tp mending their own clothes
or other sewing of their own. If they have
no sewing they are sent to work. Some
do very nice work and try hard to learn.
They also are helping to gather the corn
and husk it. The boys also work in the
field and help with the building, etc.
Some in writing to us have expressed the
hope that we are living in our new house
by this time. We, too, had hoped to have
moved out of the huts, but that is a pleasuie of the future. There have been so
many other duties which have required
immediate attention so our house has been
slow in being finished.
The weather has been quite warm up
until the last few days. W e are hoping
for rain as it continues very dry. Crops
are very light. Yet the Lord has blessed
us in many ways. Vegetables have been
very scarce and yet we are having some
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very fine watermelons which we appreciate
very much. They are such a change.
The school continues as usual'. Very few
children from their homes. Services are
quite well attended and those who come
seem quite hungry for more of God. Many
of the children are confessing their sins.
Will you not help us pray that God will
pour out His Spirit upon this people without measure? Our hearts are longing to
see souls really enjoy God's rest.
So now may yon who see our need
unite with us in behalf of the work and
workers at this place.
Asking an interest in your prayers, I remain.
Your sister, seeking the lost,
ABBIE B.

WINGER

Gzvanda, Rho., So. Africa, April 11, 1912.
Johannesburg

Letter.

Dear readers of the VISITOR : W e praise
God to-day for hearing and answering
prayer in His work among the lost of earth.
Those that are interested in the salvation
of the heathen will be glad to learn that
their faithful, earnest prayers have been
answered and that some are turning to the
Lord. Oh how precious it is to know that
we are workers together with God, and that
we are not alone in this hard battle against
the powers of darkness!
May there be
more and more who are willing to hear and
heed the voice of God and enter His service in whatever way H e may direct.
Although there are many days of toil
and labor for the worker, yet there is also
a full joy in it, in knowing that H e that
"goeth forth with weeping, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with joy,
bringing his sheaves with him."
On January I, we broke the first soil for
the new Central Mission at this place.
"City Deep," one of the largest mines in
this immense mining center. Under the
blessing of the Lord the construction of
the mission buildings (a dwelling and
church) has made fair progress and the
beginning of this month we moved to this
place. However, there is yet much to do
to complete the buildings, but this will be
done as we have time and sufficient funds
to finish them. On our moving here it
necessitated the moving of the mission at
No. 4, East street, to a suitable place near
by which we rented, as the band of believers there expressed a desire to continue
the work and not let the light die out.
Will you pray that the new burdens that
have come to them on our leaving, to come
here, will be made the means of making
them stronger in the work of God; that
they will be lights for God in that needy
field?
So many busy days full of work have
kept me from getting to the Florida and
Langlaagte Missions to encourage the work
and workers there, as. we desire to do all
we can to help those who have turned away
from the enemy's ranks.
On Sunday morning we first went to the
new mission near George Goch Station, to
-join the believers in their prayer service
before going to hold services in the Compounds, but we found them already holding
a compound service, so we continued our
journey westward, reaching the Florida
Mission at about noon, having made some
necessary stops at two Compounds on our
way. A service was announced at one
o'clock; the Lord was with us in this ser-
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vice and we know His word will be effectual as H e has promised. We are glad
for the privilege to be with the believers at
this place, but we could not tarry as long
as we had desired as it was necessary for
me to be present at the three o'clock meeting at the Langlaagte Mission. Although
a storm was threatening, I was able to fill
this appointment.
A goodly
number
gathered, although it was now raining
heavily. Just as we got up from the first
prayer our Bro. Kolwane came into the
service. H e had been to his home country
in Portugese East Africa and had just
cdme back ten days ago. W e were very
much pleased to have him with us again.
In this meeting several made application
for baptism and we hope before long to
have a baptismal service. One soul came
forward of his own accord and sought the
Lord. Blessed be His dear name, to see
the weary ones come to Jesus and find rest.
T h e Lord gave us a very precious time
at this place also, and after giving the dear
ones good-bye we wended our way home
ward, yet not without several interruptions.
As we passed by a certain Compound we
saw two natives having a tussle, and as no
one seemed to care, I went back and found
that an intoxicated Umnosa had planted
his sharp teeth deeply into the flanky part
of an Umchopis' back, who was pleading
pitiously for help. The Umnosa did not
feel inclined to let loose until a friend of
the sufferer struck the Umrosa several hard
blows with a heavy knob carry. I continued homeward again to be stopped by
another intoxicated native falling at full
length across the road.
It was dusk as I reached home, a full
day and a busy one, but, oh, what joy to
know that it was spent in His glad service
which is precious; blessed be His dear
name.
On the one side we saw the transforming
power of the gospel of the Son of God; on
the other we saw the destroying powers of
the wicked one. Beloved, are we doing our
best to helo those struggling beneath their
load of guilt? Let us pray one for another.
Faithfully yours seeking the Lord,
ISAAC AND ALICE

Joliannesburg, S. Africa,
5263, April 22, 19is.
From Sunny

LEHMAN.

P.

O.

Box

Africa.

Mandamabge Mission,
Selukwe, S. A.
Dear readers of the VISITOR: Greeting:
"The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants ; and none of them that trust in him
shall be desolate." ( P s . 34:22.)
Truly the Lord is good to H i s people, in
supplying their needs, and caring for them
in many ways. When we think of all the
Lord has done for us we cannot praise
Him enough.
Since our last report, our hearts were
made to rejoice to see the precious heathen
turning to God. There are several boys
who have expressed a desire to follow
Jesus. In prayer-meeting last week, one
boy said he feels very happy, since his sins
are forgiven. Another one was glad the
missionaries have come to tell them about
the true God. Others wanted our prayers,
that they might overcome sin. W e can
see a change in the lives of some of those
who have started for heaven. W e desire
to see the work deepen in their hearts, and

that they will be willing to walk in all the
light of Jesus.
During the first week of April we were
all away to Selukwe, except four of our
native helpers.
Manhlenhle, a native
teacher, had the care of the work while
we were gone. Three of the boys started
with the donkey wagon on Monday, April
1. The two sisters and I left early Tuesday morning, April 2, with the cart and
mules. We overtook the wagon in the
evening, where I told the boys we expected
to meet them. They were patiently waiting"
for us. W e out-spaned there for the
night, and continued our journey next day
and arrived in Selukwe late in the evening.
W e spent one day in Selukwe, and then
started for home. T h e trip home was
rather tiresome, as we had with us Mrs.
Wilson and child, one of our neighbors at
Chibi. Mrs. Wilson took much waiting on,
as she was not feeling well. W e reached
home Sunday evening, April 7, with the
cart. The wagon arrived the next morning. W e all felt tired, and were glad to
get home again. H o m e seemed better to
us than ever before. The boys and girls
were all happy to see us come back. They
had everything in good order when we arrived home. Praise the Lord for such
good help.
One morning just as we were going to
worship a white man (a miner) came in,
with a bicycle to have it repaired. H e had
been out of work several weeks, and was
tired and very hungry. So we asked him to
sit down and rest, while breakfast was
being prepared for him. H e ate heartily.
I cannot describe how hungry he was.
After he had eaten he lay down awhile to
rest. In the afternoon he spent most of
the time repairing the tires of his wheel,
but did not finish, and remained over night,
and finished repairing the tires the next
morning just at breakfast time. H e stayed
for our weekly prayer-meeting and enjoyed
the singing. After breakfast he was off
to the mine, about ten miles away.
St.
Alvis gave him some food to take along,
for which he was thankful. W e treated
him the best we knew how, while he was
with us, and hope he received some good.
I gave him a gospel to read as he had
none with him. Quite a number of white
people have been calling here of late.
On Saturday, April 13, I went out with
two of our native helpers kraal visiting.
W e went about five miles away, and
stopped at three kraals along the w a y ; held
a short service at each kraal. The people
were very attentive to the gospel, but they
did not know much about Jesus. W e hope
the seed was sown in good soil, and will
bring forth fruit in due season.
Mr. Evans has removed his herd of cattle
to the river, on account of the drouth. W e
miss them very much, but we are thankful
for the few months we had them. W e still
have two native cows which supply us with
milk for the table. T w o native chiefs each
gave us a cow for the milk. W e are thankful for the way the natives have been
helping us. They are bringing in plenty
of food at present for our boys; we give
them salt for it.
Thank the Lord, for all His blessing
towards us. My heart feels like praising
Him more and more. There is nothing that
fully satisfies but Jesus. Praise His n a m e !
Your brother in Christ,
L. B.

April 14, 191s.

STECKLEY.
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An India Letter.
Dear readers: It will be of some interest
to publish a few points of our recent tour
to the Nepal border. Nepal is an independent country where the gospel is not permitted to be preached, and we praise the
Lord for having had the privilege to speak
to people in the British dominion who live
in that country.
W e started from Kurseong on April 13
for Ghoom, about fifteen miles higher up
which has an elevation of 7,407 feet above
sea level. There were five of u s ; Bro. M.
Moses, Sr. Landis, my father and mother,
and myself. W e took with us a tin trunk
which contained a small oil cooking stove
and utensils, and a little food. When this
was finished we were able to buy vegetables
along the way. Ghoom is seven miles from
the Nepal border and we brethren walked
while mother and Sr. Landis rode on a
bullock cart. T h e road was in good condition and circled round very sharp
corners. T h e scenery that greeted our
eyes was beautiful and caused us to think
of the great power of our living God. On
Friday morning we started from Ghoom
for Sukhia by cart as already stated. On
the way going we met a Tibetan beggar
boy, about twelve years old, and as they
speak a language of their own, only Bro.
Moses could speak to him.
H e became
very much attached to us, and asked to go
along with us to Sukhia, and we said he
should come and hear the preaching. In
these hills Hindi is understood, but the
spoken language is Nepali and by the help
of God we all gave our testimony for
Jesus to a good crowd of people, and we
believe some seed has been sown in their
hard hearts as one old man asked us to
pray for him by raising his hand.
W e notice in these hill people, that they
are of a different disposition when the
truth is spoken to them.
In the plains
they are not found so simple, but are
harder to convince of the truth. For instance, in this place, the poor people are
so anxious to have their children taught
English and are even willing to pay for it
a nominal fee. O h ! ought we not to make
a move out of our cozy corners and help
in some form or other? T h e people are
hungering for education. W h o is willing
to help them? The hope of India is in the
rising generation and by having them in
our schools, where we have the power to
turn them anyway we like, if we show a
pure, clean, Christian life the Lord will
take care of the results.
On our return to Ghoom in the afternoon
the little Tibetan boy accompanied us, begging us to take him along. W e thought,
as in most cases, the boy was only aiming
at having a home while all went well with
him and afterwards run away; but we were
convinced that this boy was really in
earnest. When we had come but a short
way, the boy threw away, of his own accord, a handful of rags, and then Bro.
Moses asked what he threw away and told
him to bring it out of the bushes to him.
And what was it? A mask made from
cloth and sheep skin. Some one might ask
what it was used for. This was a means
of the boy's livelihood, as he would wear
it and go dancing before people who would
give him money. O h ! what trust this poor
boy placed in us, even before we promised
to take him. Have we such trust in our
heavenly Father? I fear not always. This

boy then related that he had no father or
mother and came from Tibet with a beggar
friend and who would be very cruel and
beat him when he would not beg, and the
marks he showed on his head, which were
anything but clean, were cut open. W h e n
Bro. Moses gave, him some instructions as
to what he had to do, he replied that he
is willing to do anything. H e has since
given evidence of his honest simplicity and
earnestness when he showed us all he had
and what he earned by begging, which
proved to us his willingness to forsake
his old habits. W h e n we arrived home
again, we had his head shaved and gave •
him a thorough cleaning and dressed him
in clean clothes such as we h a d ; and how
pleased he was, and seemed altogether a
new boy, outwardly transformed, and we
pray that also a transformation may take
place in his heart just as the truth is shown
him, and we earnestly desire to have him
prayed for to remain faithful to his convictions.
It may be a question in some of your
minds why we are on the hills, but we
needed a change very much and since we
were advised not to move on the land in
the hot season, as was contemplated when
the sanction of land would be received, and
as waiting for the next cold season was in
question, the Lord was so good to us as to
open the way so nicely to have a cheap and
comfortable house here in Kurseong, and
the expenses are not more than if we had
remained in Calcutta. Praise the L o r d !
Several brethren of the Church of God.
who believe in the sincere word of the
gospel, advised us very strongly not to
neglect our health so long, and we are
thankful to say, the danger was revealed
in the nick of time. Those who have lived
in the tropical climate for some time
realize the severe drain which one's body is
subject to and so we hope this is no question, for it is only to the glory of God.
The weather is very nice some days, and
then other days it is very cloudy and a very
dense fog. T h e temperature at present is
60 degrees in the house. This degree of
cold affects us, and we have to wear our
warmest clothes as the wind is very cold.
W e are able to see down on the plains
where the heat is grilling hot. W h a t a
wonderful power of God to have such a
delightful climate here which is only ?,ooo
feet above sea level. Let us more fervently
praise His name. Amen.
Yours in the Lord,
EZRA B. MUSSER.

"Ruby Villa," Kurseong,
April 17, V)I3. '
For

the

India, D. H. R.
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The Loss of the Titanic.
B Y JACOB ZERCHER.

Great things were done with brain and
hand,
Titanic did among them stand;
H e r life was short and men could see,
God often may forgotten be.
Much confidence was placed in ship,
Of God too little for the t r i p ;
W h o could have steered the iceberg clear,
Would people be more in His fear.
Nothing too hard for Him to d o ;
If both the passengers and crew
Had asked Him to guide safely t h r o u g h :
Would then just be what H e would do.
A ship was out on sea one night,
At nine o'clock yet all was right;

But ah, she struck an iceberg large,
Which ripped a hole in side of barge.
Although she was of immense size,
Built stout and strong with timbers nice;
Ten million dollars was her cost,
Yet on her first trip she was lost.
Before midnight she was a wreck,
With millions worth upon her deck;
And had it all been on one roll,
Could not begin to save one soul.
Would wealth or money been enough,
They had been there who had the "stuff;"
But this was as a fading flower,
At the peril of this hour.
The speed no doubt had been too fast,
But those are things now of the past;
Will take it now as best we can,
And by it learn of God and man.
The news no doubt was hard to tell.
That things may now not go so well ;
The life boats seemed had. been too few,
T o save all passengers and crew.
Attention first was paid to them
W h o could not help themselves as m e n ;
Efforts were made for them to save,
While hundreds found a watery grave.
The
Yet
And
For

monster first was sinking slow,
after all they saw her g o ;
down she went 'tween earth and skies,
never, never, more to rise.

Horrors at this time can not be told.
Tho' hearts were stout and strong and
. bold;
Tf some were never praying men,
Men at this time were praying then.
Prayers at this time were not just
They did not come just from the
They may have been like Peter's,
Hope they were heard by our dear

said—
head;
short,
Lord.

The ship, of course, was just a song
Comparing what she took along;
The lives of them were precious, sure.
But after all their souls were more.
They were not asked, Are you prepared?
Both saint and sinner same have shared;
But after all the saints will be
Right happy in eternity.
The sinner then his doom must face,
'Cause he rejected truth and grace;
And what was sown he then must reap,
Which he does always have to keep.
Carpathia, too, we don't forget,
Nor do survivors of the wreck;
w
h o at this time were in distress—
We pray the Lord for her to bless.
That night will be remembered long
Bv the survivors of the t h r o n g ;
When lights were seen with cheer
song,
And prayers, too, both loud and long.
She
And
And
And

and

sped right to the place of need,
she was welcome there indeed;
picked them up from off the sea,
she will ne'er forgotten be.

Honor, praise and thanks, not less,
We pray the Lord for them to bless;
Above all else will give the same
To our God and His great name.
May those of us who still are here
Have sympathetic hearts, to cheer
The ones of whom are in distress,
May ask the Lord for them to bless.
Florin, Pa.
Speaking of gigantic foes, Joshua said,
"They are bread for us." If so, the bigger
the foe the bigger the loaf. This has been
the experience of God's host. Where he
has given the word, and his people have
obeyed it, there enemies have become their
helpers; and where they expected the greatest opposition valuable help has come in its
place.—Thomas Champness.
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The Relation of Church Militant to
Church Triumphant.
(a) Christ the Head of the
Church.
(b) Jesus both Lord and Christ.
'(c) Extent and degree of Christ's
power.
(d) Ministration
of
celestial
angels.
(e) Joy in heaven over one sinner
that repenteth.
(A)

Christ the Head of the Church.

"And he (Christ) is the head of the
church: who is the head of the body,
the church: who is the beginning, the
first-born from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence,. .. .having
made
peace
through the blood of his cross, by him
to reconcile all things to himself; by
him, I say, whether they be things in
earth, or things in heaven." (Col. 1:
18.) "But speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ."
(Eph. 4:15.)
There.must be a very close relation
between the two branches of the
Church of Christ since He, Himself,
is the head of both. Death does not
sever the holy and governing relations
with Christ; rather intensifies them.
(B) Jesus Both Lord and Christ
Also an Apostle and Highpriest.
"Therefore let the house of Israel
know assuredly, that God hath made
this same Jesus, whom ye crucified,
both Lord and Christ." (Acts 2:36.)
The Jews refused as a nation, to
acknowledge and accept Jesus as the
Anointed of God, which is indicated
by the name Christ. Now Peter declares into their very faces in a fearless manner that Jesus is not only the
Christ but also Lord. He is our Lord,
as well as Lord of those in glory, so
both arms of the church have the
same Lord and Christ, because we are
redeemed by His blood. "Also consider the Apostle and highpriest of
our profession, Christ Jesus." An
Apostle is one sent from God to man
—Christ was sent by God to us with
the beautiful message of salvation. A
highpriest is one sent from man to

God to sacrifice and make intercession
for sin, etc." (Heb. 3:1.)
(C)

Extent and Degree of Christ's
Power.
After His resurrection Jesus came
to His disciples and made this marvelous declaration, "All power is
given unto me in .heaven and on
earth." (Matt. 28:18.) At a glance
we observe how closely the two families of God are related in the holiness
and power of Christ. The same great
mind that controls us, governs them.
The same great Spirit that inspires
and unctionizes us must have a consoling and directing influence over
them. The same love that unites us,
unites them. Then the same great,
perfect love of God binds both sections of the Church with an everlasting tie.
. .
(D) Ministration of Angels.
"But to which of the angels said
he at any time, etc
Are they not
all ministering spirits sent forth to
minister for those who shall be heirs
of salvation?" Jacob saw in his
dream angels ascending and descending. Jesus spoke of the angels ascendind and descending on the Son of
man. "Take heed that ye despise not
one of these little ones; for I say unto
you, that their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is
in heaven." (Matt. 18:10.)
Lazarus, the beggar, at the rich
man's gate, died, and was carried by
the angels into Abraham's bosom.
( L u k e 16:22.)

How lovely and gloriously the two
wings of the Church are allied. Hallowed intercourse under most sacred
influences of heavenly beings that
actually make us one.
Thank God
for such ministrations. The Psalmist
says, "They camp around about us to
deliver us."
Peter, in giving his experience in
prison declares, "That the Lord sent
his angel, and delivered him from the
hand of Herod, and the expectation
of the Jews." (Acts I 2 : T I . )
(E)

Joy in Heaven Over a Sinner
That Repenteth.
Jesus says, "That even so there
shall be joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, etc." If we could
see the shouting and clapping of
hands of the saints in glory when sinners are being saved we no doubt
would be greatly surprised.
Some
one may be ready to say this joy is
only among the angels. But this account does not say among the angels.
There is a parable of the lost piece of
money which says there is joy in the

presence of the angels. Even that
would not confine the rejoicing to
angels because it says: "In the presence of the angels," and we believe
that the holy dead are in the presence
of the angels for angels carried them
home to glory. Could our holy dead
be so happy over a conversion if they
were not interested in their souls?
And does this not dismiss the dismal
and delusive soul-sleeping doctrine
with all its kindred misleadings ? Our '
dear ones in glory are closely watching the progress of the holy warfare
on earth.
Church

Militant and Church
umphant Co-operative.

Tri-

(A) Holy dead reappear on earth.
(B) Spirits of just men made
perfect come to our help.
(C) We have come to Jesus, the
Mediator of the New Covenant.
(A)

Holy Dead Re-appear on Earth.
(Matt. 17:1-8.)

On the Mount of Transfiguration
appeared Moses and Elijah, and conversed with Christ concerning the
cruel death that He must die to make
atonement for sin, once and for all.
Moses had died nearly sixteen hundred years previously, and Elijah had
been translated over eight hundred
years. " They understood Christ's
mission, and no doubt appear on that
beautiful and memorable scene to
comfort, encourage, and cheer our
Savior as He was so nearly approaching the cross.
Their own redemption and bliss depended on His faithfulness in that
most trying hour.
The holy prophets were allowed
and empowered to call some of the
holy dead back to earth again for
special occasions, and it always had a
salutary effect.
Peter called Dorcas back, that noble
woman who. ingratiated herself so
truly with the poor widows in Joppa.
When Peter saw their burning tears,
and heard muffled sobs, he undoubtedly said to himself, words of sympathy will only be empty things to.
such bleeding hearts, and then turned
to God for directions. And when he
had offered prayer all alone in the
death chamber by the side of the dead
body of that most saintly woman, he
took her by the hand and commanded
her to arise, and behold she opened
her eyes. Then Peter threw open the
doors and presented her alive, healthy
and beautiful, to the weeping
widows. Just a few moments ago,
this group of saintly women stood
about Peter showing what beautiful
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and useful garments Dorcas had
made for them, and possibly pointing
out the accuracy and neatness of her
work. I think one brought forth the
last garment that Dorcas worked on,
and said, "This is the cloak she was
making for my little daughter Mary,
when she took sick suddenly and died.
Here is the needle and thread just as
she left it." And I think they all
said, "Yes; and we will not remove
the needle but we will let it just as it
is, to remember her love." But, oh,
what a change! She is alive! really
alive! We may imagine how the
tears of joy swallowed up the tears of
grief. Hear them shout, and laugh,
and even cry for joy. Peter, the holy'
man of God,' quietly witnesses the
scene with a heavenly smile beaming
from his placid countenance, giving
God the glory. Just think of it, that
God Almighty would dispatch from
the ranks of the Church Triumphant
to the Church Militant and give a
most thrilling and telling victory in
the darkest hour.
I think Dorcas
took up the work just where she left
off—picked up that cloak, found the
needle and thread untouched where
she had left it, and continued her selfsacrificing labor of love. How would
it be with us? Would we have to
change our plans or' calling?
May
God help us to be doing the thing that
He calls us to do, so no change will
be necessary. How many professing
godliness say when they come to die:
"If I had to live my life over I would
do otherwise?"
Christ touched off a big gun on the
devil's bulwarks when He called
Lazarus from the gates of death: for
it caused many of the Jews to believe
on Jesus. The gloomy mist of death
was rifted when Jesus said to the
young man of Nain, the only son of
a widow: "Come forth"; because,
fourth he came, and the powers of
darkness receded forever.
Amen.
What won't God do for His Church
if she is consecrated, holy, loyal,
filled with the Spirit, sealed unto the
day of redemption, with the whole
armour on. She will move forward
with a conquering tread, "Bright as
the sun, fair as the moon and terrible
as an army with banners." Come on!
Spirits of Just Men Made Ferfect
Come to Our Help.
And we have come to the spirits of
just men made perfect.
This indicates that the holy dead are standing
back of us in support and defense of
the gospel of Christ. What else could
it mean? How many tines the
spirits of the holy dead have been
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sent on special errands! Who were
those men sent to Abraham to warn
Lot of the imminent impending
danger? They are not always made
visible, we have reasons to believe.
And again, we have testimonies of
truthful people who most fervently
declare that their loved ones appeared, not in a dream only, but in a beautiful vision while musing.
Bishop
Bowman had that experience not long
since while he was afflicted.
His
daughter, who had died some time
previously when but a child, came
and sat on his bed, and he recognized
her, only she was larger than when
she died. Let us buckle the armour
on a little tighter, brother, sister, for
all the saints in heaven are with us in
this holy and most glorious warfare,
and the host of hell cannot overthrow
or defeat us if we are faithful in all
things.
We Have Come to Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant.
Jesus Christ is Commander in
Chief of all the forces both on earth
and in heaven, and He is responsible
for our constant and final victory if
we remain true to our calling in active
service.
We have many advantages, as believers, in this dispensation, which
they did not have in any previous age.
We have the actual shed, atoning
blood, which actually covers sin when
repented of,-and wholly sanctifies;
and the benefits of the resurrection to
immortality in Christ, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all
Mesh. Let us therefore be strong in
the Lord and in the power of His
might. "The Lord is my light and
my salvation, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life,
of whom shall I be afraid?"
Church Militant and Church Triumphant Merged Into One
Glorious Body.
The paper walls of time will soon
be torn away, and both branches of
the Church of Christ be merged into
one glorious, faultless body.
"The Lord, himself, shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with- the
trumo of God : and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord." (I Thess.
4 : T 6 , 17.)
"These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in

the blood of the Lamb. Therefore
are they before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his
temple: and he that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them. They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst
any more; neither shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of water: and
God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes." (Rev. 7:14-17.)
Peter says, "We according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing
that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in
peace, without spot and blameless."
Daniel says, "The kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven
shall be given unto the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominion
shall serve and obey him." Holy men,
women and children of all nations, of
all dispensations, are now ultimately
and forever redeemed—spirit, soul,
and body. The resurrection of the
just is past. The earth has been purified by fire—changed and made new,
and the meek do now inherit it, and
inhabit it. The final triumph of
Christ and His Church has come. The
devil with all his hosts of men and
angels are banished from this sphere.
The Sun of righteousness has
risen with healing in his wings. All
is glorious. Joy without a sorrow.
Sweet without bitter. Pleasure without pain. The alleluiahs roll like the
sound of many waters. The dove of
peace abides undisturbed. The earth
is a common possession. The bleeding Lamb of God sits upon the throne.
The family on earth and in heaven
are merged into one great, inseparable, bloodwashed, glorified throng.
Amen and Amen.
"The glory He (Jesus) has received from God will some day be displayed. First His Saints will behold
His glory when He calls them from
the graves and from the earth to
meet Him in the air. For this He
prayed, 'Father, I will that they also,
whom Thou hast given me, be with
me where I am; that they may behold
my glory, which Thou hast given me.'
But more than that. Only seeing His
glory would not satisfy His loving
heart. He will give us the same glory
which He received of the Father.
(John 17:22.) This is the marvellous
climax of Ged's gospel. This is the
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wonderful future God has for sinners
redeemed by the blood of His Son."
For

the
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ever was out.) But we are glad there
is a stronger one than he. So let us
call on Him to help us, and He will
do it.

Pride.
B Y JACOB ZERCHER.

Look up references on pride and
you will find that they are many, and
we know that it is a deep root, and
takes the power of God to get at the
bottom of it, but it will do it if it is
not hindered. God hates pride and
so do His true children.
When we look back about fifty
years and observe how our dear
brethren and sisters walked, in the
narrow, humble way of our good, old,
plain church, and then look at our
members of to-day, we see a vast difference. Jesus said, "I am the way"
(John 14:6), and we know with Him
is no variableness nor shadow of turning. He is just the same to-day.
If I could, by His help, in some
little way, be the means of bringing
conviction on the dear ones who, we
see, are deviating from the plain,
humble way of His children, I would
be willing to give a little of my time.
May the Lord Himself guide. This
article may perhaps be more particularly for the young who have made
the wise choice, however not excluding older ones if they are in the
mark. O, how our sisters of long ago
were attired in modest apparel, which
becometh women professing godliness. (I Tim. 2:9.) How they looked
like saints when they were attired
with modest apparel and their heads
covered with something worthy of the
name of a covering, a covering which
covered nearly the whole head, and
not only one third; and their hair
nicely smoothed down, they looked
like Christians then. They did not
say so much about victory them days,
but they had it all the same. I have
nothing to say against victory, brother
and sister. When you have it you
may shout it out, but live it first, then
others can also tell of the victory.
There were more tears shed in those
days, and we believe the Lord has
bottled them. In those days the
Christians were known from the
world at a glance, because of a
changed heart.
Machinery was unknown then.
Dear young sisters, somehow, step
by step, you have got away from the
old landmarks pretty far. Will you
not now just help to stop this drift?
May God help us to see what we are
doing. The devil has many avenues
by which he is trying to get pride into the hearts of God's-people (if it

The covering which many of our
sisters are wearing now (if it is
worthy of the name) is so small, and
thin, that it is almost next to nothing,
and the danger is it will get there
altogether. Our old sisters had them
on to stay; they had them tied. Why
do things have to be so fine these
days? and why is not that hair nicely
smoothed down, sister? Pride in the
heart, and pride in the hair. Pride is
among, a catalog of other bad things.
(Mark. 7:22.)
Dare we have no pride at all? You
may call it what you will, you can
keep decent, tidy, clean, and neat.
Each one has a teacher in his or her
heart, namely, the Holy Spirit who
will lead the right way, if we but
hear; hearing means doing.
"Flee
also youthful lusts." (II Tim. 2:22.)
We believe the young are tempted
in many ways. But the Lord always
has a way of escape for them who
trust and obey Him.
Now we might want our attire a
little more comfortable. Well, if it
would be, can we not bear a little for
Jesus' sake, as we are bought with
a price? So now let us take the way
with Him, and not please the carnal
mind, and grieve the Holy Spirit, and
the brethren and sisters. The free
are always free. These liberties which
are often taken unthoughtful may
open avenues for others to follow,
and may be the cause of some losing
their souls.
It is true there is no salvation in
clothes, but if true salvation is in the
heart, the clothes do not make us
much trouble; we will put on modest
apparel and be done with it.
I am glad to say, however, there
are still some mothers in Israel, and
good sisters, who are still on the good,
old, simple, narrow, plain, pleasant,
easy, honest, humble, blessed path, to
whom we may look up. May they
say, "Follow us," as Paul said, "Follow me, as I follow Christ."
I also hope that our young brethren
and sisters, as they grow in grace,
and obey the Holy Spirit, with the
advice of some gone on before, will
be able to fill the places of their
fathers, and mothers. It is sometimes said, young heads can not be
placed on old shoulders. Well, praise
the Lord, that need not be done. Let
the young heads on the young
shoulders, but let the heart-change be
a thorough one, emptied from vessel
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to vessel. Naturally when the vessel
is not well shaken up, before it is
emptied, there will some stay in the
bottom. So with the heart, if it is
not well broken up, and shook up,
there will likely stay enough in to
make trouble all along the way. Then
the walk will be more or less inconsistent, and the good cause will
suffer, the church will suffer, the
Christians grieved, and God look
down with displeasure.
Parents, and especially mothers, of
young sisters, are in a responsible
place, as the young should be safe in
looking up to them for examples.
Listen, sisters, if you are tempted by
the devil, to sew a little lace, or trimming, or such like trash, on the little
innocent one's dress (such as you
would not by any means put on your
own body), do thou not yield to it, as
I believe, the Holy Spirit will also
tell you, and if it is on now, a sharp
pair of scissors will cut it off. As on
the mother's lap pride is often planted, or rather cultivated, and may be
the cause of the child's eternal distraction later, because she soon likes
to see it, and because she likes to see
it, she wants it, and because she wants
it she will get it, and as she grows she
wants more, and because she wants
more, she will get more, as she does
not know what is good for her, and
by the time she is grown, pride has a
wonderful hold, and a deep root, and
may be the ruin of her, a soul lost,
danger! danger!
May the blessing of God accompany this writing. This subject seems
as a monster to write about. Pride is
a big fellow to tackle, but if no more
can be done, I can at least bark at
him. God forbid that any one should
become discouraged by this writing.
No, no, a thousand times, no, but,
much more, encouraged, and say with
the hymn, "We are going through,
Lord." This, by some, may be called
an outside article, but do you not see
that these things just are the fruits of
the inside, or what is in the heart? I
pray and hope that some one may be
profited by these feeble efforts. May
the Lord bless it to this end.
Florin, Pa.
Christ says: "Find me that unfit
man. You flung him out, but now let
me come to him. I am after him.
What for ? To remake him. To give
him his new opportunity, to put him
back into the midst of the life from
which he has been rightfully flung out,
competent, able, so that at last he shall
be led up and presented to God faultless in the presence of the infinite
glory."—G. Campbell Morgan.
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BY D. V. HEISB.

A chapter of the singers of the
Temple, from Bunyan's Solomon's
Temple spiritualized.
"The singers were many, but all of
the church, either Jews or proselytes,
nor was there any, as I know of,
under the Old Testament worship,
admitted to sing the songs of the
church, and to celebrate that part of
worship with the saints, but they who,
at least in appearance, were so. The
Song of Moses, of Deborah, and of
those who danced before David, with
others that you read of, they were all
performed, either by Jews by nature,
or by such as were proselyted to their
religion. (Ex. 15:1; Judges 5:1, 2;
I Sam. 18:6.) And such worship
then was occasioned by God's appearance for them, against the power of
the Gentiles, their enemies.
"But we are confined to the songs
of the temple, a more distinct type of
ours in the church under the gospel.
The singers then were many, but the
chief of them, in the days of David,
were David himself, Asaph, Jeduthum, and Heman and their sons. In
David's time, the chief of these
singers were two hundred three score
and eight. (I Chron. 25:7.)
"These singers, of old, were to sing
their songs over the burnt-offerings,
which were types of the sacrificial
body of Christ; a memorial of which
offering we have at the Lord's table,
the consummation of which Christ
and His disciples celebrated with a
hymn. (Matt. 26:30.)
"And, as of old, they were the
church that did sing in the temple, according to institutions to God; so also
they are by Godls appointment to be
sung by the church in the new. Hence,
they are said to be the redeemed that
sing. The songs they sing are said to
be the songs of their redemption.
(Rev. 5:9, 10.) They were and are
songs that no man can learn but they
"But let us run a little into the
parallel. They were, of old, appointed to sing, that were cunning and
skillful in song, and answerable to
that. It is said that no man could
learn our New Testament songs, but
the hundred and forty and four thousand which were redeemed from the
earth. (T Chron. 15:22; Rev. 14:3.)
"These songs were sung with
harps,
psalteries,
cymbals
and
trumpets, a type of our singing with
spiritual joy, from grace in our
hearts. (I Chron. 25:6; II Chron. 29:
26-28; Col. 3:16.) The singers of

old were to be clothed in fine linen,
which fine linen was to be a type of
innocency and an upright conversation. Hence the singers under the
New Testament are said to be virgins,
such in whose mouth was no guile,
and that were without fault before
the throne of God. (I. Chron. 15:27;
Rev. 7:9-16 andi4:i-6; Psa. 33:1.)
The songs sung in the temple were
new, or such as were compiled after
the manner of repeated mercies that
the church of God had received or
were to receive, and answerable to
this is the church to sing now, new
songs, with new hearts, for new mercies. New songs, I say, are grounded
on new matter, new occasions, new
mercies, new deliverances, new discoveries of God to the soul, or for
new frames of heart; and are such as
are most taking, most pleasing, and
most refreshing to the soul.
"These songs, of old, to distinguish
them from heathenish ones, were
called God's songs, the Lord's songs;
because taught by Him, and learned
of Him, and enjoined to them, to be
sung to His praise.
Hence David
says, God had put a new song in his
mouth, even praises to our God. (Psa.
40:3, and 47:6, 7, and 137:3, 4.)
These songs were called the Songs of
Zion, and the Songs of the Temple.
They are so called as they were theirs
to sing there. I say, of them of Zion
and the worshippers in the temple; to
sing in the church, by the church, to
Him who is the God of the church,
for the mercies, benefits, and blessings, which she has received from
Him, Zion songs, temple songs, must
be sung by Zion's sons and temple
worshippers.
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emotional and instructive, evidenced
by manifestation of the Spirit of God,
regardless of style or rythm. (I Sam.
10:5, 6; I Cor. 14:15.) Not a soulless noise or warble as sometimes
made by solo, quartet and choir
singers of our day. The Lord desires
heart worship.
Clarence Center, N. Y.
For

the
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Nicodemus.
B Y W. R. S M I T H .

The sun had gone down behind the
Judean mountains, and the night
shadows had fallen over the hills and
valleys. In the dark, deep dome
above thousands of glittering stars
shone peacefully down on the land
with a soft mellow light.
It is the quiet hour of the eventide
in the great city of Jerusalem, many
long .years ago. After the weary
labors of the day with the thronsring
multitudes. Jesus was staying- for the
night, at the home of some of His
'*'""• friend. Ouietlv the door of the
room opens and a noted person enters.
It. is Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews,
and a member of their great council.
He was perhaps the greatest and
most wealthy man that ever came to
see Jesus during all of His life here
on earth. Nicodemus had heard of
Jesus, perhaps had seen Him, and certainly knew of His many wonderful
miracles, either from personal knowledge or from truthful friends, that
Jesus had done in the city and country
on various classes of persons.

Unlike many others of his class,
Nicodemus was an honest and interested seeker after the truth, and desired to know more of this Great
"The redeemed of the Lord shall
Teacher who he believed came from
return, and come to Zion, with songs
God. To obtain this information he
and everlasting joy upon their heads;
seeks to have a quiet evening: talk with
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
Jesus, with no others present to disand sorrow and sighing shall fly away.
turb them.
Therefore they shall come and sing in
Throusrh the day the Savior was
the height, or upon the mountain of
busy
with the crowds that thronged
Zion; and shall flow together, thither,
around
Him, either in talking to them,
to the goodness of the Lord. Break
or
healing
the various afflicted ones
forth into singing, ye mountains, and
and
there
was
no opportunity for a
let the inhabitants of the rocks sing.
private
talk
such
as he desired, and
(Isa. 42:11, and 44:22.)
so he came at night to see the great
"To sing to God is the highest worwonder worker, and not as is someship we are capable of performing in
times said because he was afraid of
heaven; and it is much if sinners on
what others would say or do, for
earth, without grace, should be capfacts show that Nicodemus cared but
able of performing it, according to
very little, if any, for the opinions of
His institution, acceptably.
I pray
others. Nicodemus was a strong charGod it be done by all those that nowacter, having convictions of his own
a-days get into churches, in spirit and
as to the right and wrong and dared
with the understanding." Song and
to openly express them before his felprophecy are closely related in the
low men, even though he stood alone.
Bible and were generally the result of
deep spiritual impulse
(Continued on page 12.)
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I do not think that Nicodemus-was
present when Jesus was finally condemned ; if h e h a d been he certainly
would have been heard from.
On t h e evening of that ever wonderful day in the calendar of time
and eternity, when Jesus h u n g dead
on that central cross on Calvary, t w o
men stand before i t ; they a r e Joseph
and Nicodemus, t w o of t h e most daring of all the citizens of Jerusalem.
T h e multitudes a r e all gone, even
John the beloved disciple w h o h a d
seen his blessed Master crucified, h a s
left, and n o w these t w o members of
the great Jewish Council a r e there
alone with permission to. take down
from the cross the body of the world's
Redeemer, and bear it away to an
honorable grave.
It was a deed that required m e n of
brave heroic hearts and fearless courage to thus openly show their love and
respect in burying their Friend a n d
Savior, whom H i s enemies regarded
as a deceiver and traitor. B u t these
two men a r e equal to the occasion, and
as they engage in the sad ceremony,
not even one of the disciples is r e ported as being present.
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T h e Bible history of this great Jewish
ruler closes with his helping Joseph
to bear the body of Jesus to an honorable burial, a n d I firmly believe that
when the ransomed hosts of God a r e
finally gathered home, that Nicodemus
will also be found among that blessed
number.
Fredonia, Kans., R. 2.
' Child Salvation.
W h a t methods m a y be taken to
teach children to accept salvation by
faith, and they be made to understand
that they m a y have a definite experience of regeneration ?
Following a r e some thoughts given
on the above topic, at the Ohio State
Council, March 16, 1912, by Iva C.
Herr.
We, as parents and Christian workers, who have the salvation of the
children on o u r hearts, no doubt feel
interested in the question of how
we m a y teach o u r children that they
may obtain a personal knowledge of
their salvation. This is an important
subject a n d I a m conscious, that to
say something helpful, we need to be
directed by the Holy Ghost. Since
God has promised us the salvation of
our children if we bring them up in
the way they should go, we need to
understand our duty and know what
God demands of us.

First, I want to thank God for the
privilege of consecrating o u r children
to H i m and taking them with us on
our way to heaven. T h a n k God for
this wonderful salvation which h a s
cost heaven so much and been so
great in its results; yet it is so simple
that o u r little children can understand and be made partakers of it
with us.
O n e important duty is to daily
gather them around the family altar
for prayer and to instruct them in the
things of God. O u r hearts are made
sad as we think of the many homes
where this is neglected and where the
children's surroundings a r e such that
will lead them away from God rather
than t o H i m . B u t it might be of little
benefit for us to speak of the neglect
of the unsaved to-day; it is we w h o
profess t o know God who need to be
thoroughly aroused to o u r duty that
we may clear o u r hands from responW a s Nicodemus a believer i n ' sibility, be instrumental in getting
Christ, as the Messiah ?
I • do not • our children saved; to a place where
think there can be any doubt but what they know God's voice a n d where
as they grow u p H e can p u t confihe was.
There a r e only three references r e - dence in them, and thrust them out
garding him in the gospel of John, b u t into H i s great harvest field to help
they all show him in a most favorable gather in those who a r e neglected and
light, as a friend and believer in Jesus going deeper a n d deeper into sin.
and H i s divine mission into the world.

W e a r e spoken of as workers t o -
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gether with Him, which means more
than to sit down and sing, "Rescue
the Perishing." When we think of
how Jesus poured out His very life
that we might enjoy eternity in His
presence, we dare not be selfish in desiring even the salvation of our children or withhold and reserve, if He
demand the severing of the dearest
tie on earth, if His name can be glorified and souls saved.
In Matt. 19:14, we see that Jesus
Himself has opened the door for the
children. Since He has given them
an invitation and bids us let them
come we need to be careful not to obstruct their way, but gently lead them
into the fold. In order that our children, who have been partakers with us
of the Adamic fallen nature, may grow
up with Christian principles, we as
parents and teachers need to put
forth great effort. It has been so in
all ages. Even back in Moses' times,
the people were commanded to teach
the words of the Lord diligently unto
their children, when they walked by
the way, when they sat at meat, when
they rose up and when they lay down,
which simply meant for them to have
the spiritual welfare of their children
continually on their hearts.
Take the parents of Moses as an
example of faithfulness to their child.
He had only spent his early years in
his parental home, but had been diligently taught and carefully trained
for God, and later in life when he
had the temptations of worldly honor,
fame and pleasure cast at his feet, he
only trampled them down, "choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season."
We should teach children in a
simple way what sin is, its deceitfulness and awful results if allowed to
remain in the heart. Help them
understand their privilege of having
a personal knowledge of their salvation. Teach them to look to the Lord
in times of need, or trouble, for deliverance and that trying to be good in
their own strength will only result in
failure, but that they must get a new
heart. I once heard a mission worker
praise God because her mother had
taught her that she must get a new
heart. I believe through lack of
diligent teaching along these lines,
many are unsaved to-day who might
otherwise be in the fold. The thought
that children must first wander out
into sin and sow their wild oats before they can appreciate an experience of salvation is not of God.
Neither is the thought that they are
so carefully trained these days under
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Christian influences and in the Sabbath-school that they no longer need
a radical change of heart or old time
conversion. The Bible emphatically
says, "Ye must be born again." For
as one has said, "We cannot join
God's family we must be born into it,"
as it is the only way we can become
heirs with Jesus.
And still more we read in God's
word that we should train up a child
in the way he should go. According
to this command it would be wrong
for us, even in clothing our children,
to put anything on them which would
be inconsistent for little Christians to
wear. It only stimulates pride, leads
them away from God, and will bring
sorrow to our own hearts. Principles
from which good or evil develop may
be implanted in children's hearts very
early. I believe it is said in a certain
journal that of the seventy-one corporate members of the American Board
of Missions, thirty-four were . converted before they were fourteen
years of age. A certain Christian
worker said he was converted at the
age of three, and the earliest Christian experiences of others date back
to four, five, and six years of age. It
is said that V oltaire became an infidel
at the age of live. Would to God that
all parents realized their responsibility
toward their children for even their
inherited tendencies and disposition.
I greatly appreciate some thoughts
I have gathered from John Wesley's
teaching on the subject of training
children. He refers to them as being
a glorious and important trust and
realizing that one soul is worth more
than all the world, we should watch
over each one of them with the utmost
care so that when we are called into
account we may give it with joy and
not with grief. In reference to early
teaching, he says that from the hour
we perceive reason beginning to dawn
we should begin to instruct them,
that we may turn the eye of the soul
to good things as well as to something
trifling. But he says instructing them
early will not be sufficient unless we
speak to them plainly, use such words
as little children may understand.
Through simple illustrations make
them understand God's great love for
us and the importance of us loving
Him, and while we are thus instructing them keep lifting our hearts to
God for Him to open their understanding and ask that the Holy Ghost
might apply our words to their
hearts.
Again He says if we would see the
fruit of our labor we must not only
teach them early and plainly, but fre-

13
quently, as it might be of little use to
do it only once or twice a week. He
asks, "How often do you feed their
bodies? not less than three times a
day, and is the soul of less value and
will we not give it as much attention ?"
And still farther He adds that to
teach them early, plainly and frequently will not avail unless we persevere therein, that we should never
leave off our ardor or labor of love
until we see the fruit of it, and to do
this we will find the utmost need of
being endued with power from on
high, without which none ever had or
ever will have sufficient patience for
the task. It is true there are exceptions to all rules but our faithfulness
in this work will be rewarded by God
Himself. We might give many more
of his thoughts which would be helpful but space will not permit.
After the child has been properly
taught it makes it easy for the Holy
Ghost to convict them of their little
sins and the need of giving their
hearts to Jesus, and as we see the
Spirit of God operating on their
hearts, it is our highest duty to get
them down before the Lord in prayer
and urge them to definite seeking, and
open confession of their sins; at this
time we need to make plain to them
the Bible way of repentance and faith.
As a rule their faith is simple and
God gives them the witness of the
Spirit. I have witnessed the conversion of a number of children.
Some have had to go back into homes
where we knew the spiritual life
would not be nourished as it should
be, which always brings sadness to
our hearts, but others who have been
fed and cared for are rejoicing in
His service to-day. Again I thank
God for household salvation and the
privilege of taking those with whom
we daily associate with us to heaven.
Every one of us can do something
for humanity—rich, poor, young, old.
When God made this world he did it
without any of us. The rainbow owes
nothing to your paint pot. God did it
all. But this time he is building a new
humanity, grander than any sun or
star, and he permits you to be coworkers with himself.
"And thou
mayest add thereto." Put in your
contribution, put it in.—W. L- Watkinson.
There is but one result that can
warrant the agony of Calvary, that
can satisfy either our blessed Saviour
or ourselves; and that is our being
conquerors over sin.—Mark Guy
Pearse.
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
What Will Be Your Harvest ?
Life is a continual round of sowing and
reaping. We, the young people, are reaping little, but we are sowing much that
we shall reap in coming years. In order
for us to determine what our harvest will
be, we have but to consider what we shall
sow, for "whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap." (Gal. 6:7.)
Then, in choosing what to sow, we must
use the utmost caution, because some day
we shall reap just what we are now sowing. Does a man sow oats and reap
wheat? Does a man, if his field fails to
yield much grain, reap his neighbor's field
instead of his own? T h u s in our life: we
can not sow one kind of grain and reap
another kind, neither can we reap what
another has sown; we reap what we1 sow.
Some may ask, "When one gets saved,
does not God blot out all the past, and is
not the person the same as though he had
never sinned?" When we get saved, God
forgives us, but we reap, and we reap just
what we have sown. A man who has
sinned against God all his life until his
locks are snowy white, may come to God,
and God in mercy will forgive him. But
does this bring his family, who have grown
up in their father's way and have become
hard-hearted sinners—does the father's
getting saved make noble, true-hearted men
and women of them, such as they would
have been had he brought them up in the
ways of the Lord?
Not long since, I heard a minister, who
has been a minister for many years, say
that he was still reaping some of the things
which he had sown in the sins of his youth.
O youth, you can not go on in sin until
you get ready to come to God, and then
have things turn around and everything go
nicely; you will reap what you sow. Stop
and ask yourself the question, "Oh, what
will be the harvest when I reap what I
am sowing n o w ? " You need not think,
"Oh, maybe I shall not have to reap it,"
for you will; some day, perhaps some sad,
sad day, you will reap it all.
Remember, too, that we reap the harvest. T h e farmer who sows a bushel of
grain does not reap merely a bushel; he
reaps several bushels. So we do not reap
merely the amount that we sow; often
we reap many times that amount.
This law of reaping what we sow, may
indeed be a blessing to us. When we sow
that which is good and pure, we know that
according to principles of heaven, we shall
reap that which is good. Is not this a
blessing?
One has aptly said:
"Then give to the world the best that you
have,
And the best will come back to you."
Another has said,' " H e who sows courtesy,
reaps friendship; and he who plants kindness, gathers love."
T h e young man who is courteous and
kind, upright and honest, noble and true—
in short, the young man who is a Christian in all that the term implies—wins the
confidence and respect of those with whom
he associates. Sometimes he may be persecuted for the gospel's sake, but even his
enemies, down in their hearts, can not help
having confidence in him. H e is honored
« an example, as a model young man.
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The years pass by, and God gives him a
noble, pure woman. Together and harmoniously they travel through life, reaping
the harvest of the pure, holy thoughts and
deeds of youth. Children come to bless
their household, and the two unite together
to guide these tender little feet into the
paths of right. As a result of their parents'
training, example, and prayers, the children
grow up obedient and good. They reach
young manhood and young womanhood,
and, in their turn choose companions and
leave father and mother's fireside.
The children have all gone now, but
what are the parents reaping? Ah, first,
the consciousness that they have not lived
in vain, that they have given this world
strong, noble men and women to help make
it. better. They are reaping happy memories of the past, free from consciencestings and remorse for not having done
what they could. They are reaping the
strong, faithful affection of their sons and
daughters, who regard father and mother
with reverence and honor, and to whom
no one else's counsel seems so good as that
of father's or mother's.
Best of all, they shall some day obtain
"a crown of glory that fadeth not away."
Neither must they come into the presence
of God emptyhanded, but they can say,
"Master, behold my sheaves."
Blessed harvest indeed is this; but let
us bear in m i n d : they reaped this kind of
harvest because continually they sowed
only the kind of seed which would produce
it.
Shall we consider another example of
sowing and reaping? A young man, or a
lad just nearing manhood, purposes to do
as he pleases. During the Summer he is
little seen at home, but is away wherever
he can get a job that will furnish him
with "spending money."
Indeed it is
necessary for him to go to some place where
he is not known, in order to get work for
when the boss is not watching he is likely
to put little physical effort into his work;
thus he soon gains a bad reputation and
is not wanted by those who know him.
His lack of effort is due partly to laziness
and a lack of sense of manly responsibility, and partly to the loss of sleep and
vitality which he has sustained from the
previous night's—or perhaps many nights'
—carousings.
Finally he marries, perhaps from choice,
but more likely because of necessity. H e
has sown; now comes the reaping. H e
despises to be tied down, and so does his
wife. Neither puts forth effort to make it
pleasant for the other, and the home is in
constant turmoil. T h e children are the
meanest he ever saw, and the older they
grow the worse they become. His sons are
unruly and ungrateful. His daughters are
everything but modest and ladylike. Long
since, in his wild career, he learned the
taste of rum, and since that time he has
resorted thither to drown the turmoil of
his life, until now he is nothing but "an
old drunkard." Nobody respects him; nobody cares for him. Oh, awful fate! Fate?
N a y ; it is only the harvest of what he has
been sowing all these years.
Worse still, even the grave relieves him
not of his misery. It but sinks him into
eternal woe.
O young man, what will your reaping
be? Dear girl, what harvest is awaiting
you? There is but one way to decide it,
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and it must be decided now. Now, more
than at any other period of our life, we decide our future joy or woe.
"As is the sowing
So is the reaping."
Dear wayward boy or girl who have
started out, sowing the seeds of sin, let
me beg of you to sow not one more such
seed. The more you sow, the more you
will have to reap in later life. Can you
afford such a reaping?
Perhaps you are not so bad as this one
who reaped such a sad harvest. No doubt
you have many noble traits of character.
I have in mind a young lady who in the
main was good, exceptionally so in many
ways. H e r greatest fault perhaps was this:
she thought it a light thing to win the
affections of another and then to destroy
them. Her sister warned her, saying, "It
will all come home to you some day"; but
she paid no heed. Afterward she gave her
heart to God and H e forgave her of this
as well as of her other sins; but did that
end it? Ah, no. She reaped; and bitter
was her harvest. Though she loved the
Lord and desired to please Him, yet her
affections were so accustomed to flitting
hither and yon that they were now almost
beyond her power of restraint. Because of
this they were continually fastening upon
some one from whom God would have to
sever them. Many times her heart was
wrung with grief and humiliation, and »
many hours she spent in weeping bitter
tears—all this but the harvest of what she
had sown.
Young man, young woman, what will be
your harvest?
Pause, ask yourself the question,
Ere life's bright spring has flown,
"Oh, what will be the harvest
When T reap what I have sown?"
—Mary
Trumpet.

J.

Helphingstine,

in

Gospel

Testimonies.
I have been impressed to write for t h e
VISITOR for some time, but kept putting it
off till to-night. I was especially impressed
to write, as we see so much sin in the
world.
I did not go as far into sin, perhaps, as
some-people did, but I am glad I know the
blessed Savior has saved me from the
many sins of the world. I was only ten
years old when I started on this narrow
way and have been serving the Lord ever
since.
I was converted in Brother Hoover's revival meetings, held three years ago this
Winter, and I can truly say, I have no desire to go back to the world again. I want
to labor on in His service till H e shall call
us all home to meet H i m in that heavenly
mansion above. l a ' ' an interest .in your
prayers.
E L S I E SHEFEER.

Stayner,

Ont.

Dear readers of the VISITOR: I have
been impressed for some time that I
should testify for Jesus, on the pages of the
VISITOR; not because I have so much to
say, but I have found the only way to be
happy in Jesus is to trust and obey.
I enjoy reading the VISITOR very much,
especially the reports from the missionaries
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and testimonies from the brethren and
sisters.
I often think, if no one would write
oftener than I do, the testimonies would be
few, so I want to be faithful in the little
things that H e has for me to do.
I praise God because I know that my Redeemer liveth, and is at the right hand of
the Father, interceding for us. When- I
think of the blessed gospel privileges we
have of communing with God, not through
an high priest as the children of Israel had,
but through our great H i g h Priest, Jesus
Christ, one that hears and answers prayer,
my heart goes out to those who know
nothing of the true and living God.
Jesus is very precious to me, especially of
late; as I have found, as the poet says,
"Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love."
But this evening I can say His love did
not let me go, and H e is more to me than
ever before. I am glad I realize His leading hand, it is my desire and determination to follow every step of the way. Pray
for me.
An unworthy sister,
NAOMI

Abilene,

RBRN.

Kans., May J, ip12.

Criticism on Graded Lesson System

It is not expected that each denomination will publish its .own Course of
Graded Lessons. As before mentioned, several of the larger denominations have formed a syndicate for this
purpose. Hence,.if any of our Sunday-schools decide to introduce this
Course, they must go outside for it.
They can obtain it from one of the
large
denominational
publishing
houses, or from an undenominational
publisher, either directly, or through
our own Publishing House.
Not
being a part of our own Sundayschool literature, but an outside publication, it is fair and proper that our
people should know something of the
objections that are being urged
against it in the denominations by
which it is being published and in
which it is being used.
Nothing is
said- about these matters in the secular
press, and we take it for granted that
very few, if any, of our people read
the papers of other religious bodies;
hence they may learn nothing about
these objections unless we quote them
in these columns.
We repeat, in the interest of fairness, that these objections are not universal. There are those who commend the Graded Lessons just as they
are, and believe that they mark an important forward step in Sundayschool work. While others, no less
qualified to speak, condemn them. But
the question at issue is not whether
these Lessons are entirely without
merit, but whether they contain
enough objectionable matter to justify
their exclusion from the Sunday-

schools until their defects are remedied. The pure food laws are being
rigidly enforced
against
certain
articles of diet, not on the ground
that the whole bulk of these articles
is poison, but because, it is alleged,
they contain enough poison to make
them injurious and dangerous. It is
in this sense, and to this extent, that
we believe the objections to the Graded Lessons are well founded. These
criticisms are along the lines indicated in previous editorials, but we believe our people will be interested in
reading at least a few of them in the
exact words in which they are
written.
The Editor of The Evangelical
Messenger, organ of The Evangelical
Association, in the issue of November
22, 1911, speaking of the popularity
df the Graded Lessons, adds that "it
is not an unusual thing for popularity
to exceed merit." He joins in the
general approval of "a system of
gradation in the Sunday-school," and
the "adaptation of lesson helps and
teaching methods based on age and
capacity of the members of the respective departments of the school,"
but objects to a Course like the syndicate Graded Lessons, which are so extensive that the smaller denominations must go outside for their literature. He says: "In the first place,
the trade allowance is so scant as to
scarcely cover postage; secondly,
every order by us from the syndicate
displaces just that quantity of our
own literature in our schools. Continue that process indefinitely—and
our schools will be wholly supplied
with literature from without and there
will be no occasion to publish our
own. Can any one fail t o ' see what
that would mean to us as a Church?"
The Herald of Gospel Liberty,
organ of the Christian Church, has
given its readers an exhaustive discussion of the whole subject during the
past year, with the utmost fairness to
both sides of the question. In reviewing the discussion, in the issue of June
1, 1911, and speaking of the lessons
which are brought in from outside the
Bible, the Editor says:
"The Bible has always been the
text-book of our Sunday-schools, and
we can not afford to have it otherwise.
The graded lesson idea, within reasonable limits, we heartily approve;
but until this objectionable feature of
displacing the Bible as the text-book
even in part, is removed, we shall be
compelled from a sense of duty to the
cross of Christ to stand against a further introduction of this new Graded
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Lesson system into our schools. We
urge our people to drop them, particularly above the Junior course, if this
objectionable feature is not speedily
removed. The Bible has always been
entirely sufficient as a book of instruction in divine truth, and we believe it
is now."
Later, in the issue of August 17,
1911, he deals with the objection that
the Graded Lessons minimize the importance of the child's conversion, in
these words:
"The conversion of our children is
the great aim of the Sunday-school
and stands at once infinitely above
every other consideration. It may not
be so, and doubtless is not, in the estimation of these 'advanced' scholars,
but with the multitude who hea'r Jesus
gladly, this fact will stand out plainly.
We believe they will not accept any
system of lessons which in any way
designedly minimize the conversion of
the children, or in any way s^ek to
pick to pieces the word of God, as if
it were only a thing of man's making.
We are confident that while many of
our people like the graded lesson idea,
as this writer does, they will never accept these objectionable features."
A spirited controversy on this subject is going on at the present time
among the Presbyterians. Since writing our first editorial, in which we referred to the lesson in the Beginners'
Series called "The Story of a Shepherd and His Sheep," we have read an
article of Prof. C. W. Hodge, D. D.,
of Princeton Theological Seminary,
in which he severely criticises this use
of the Parable of the Lost Sheep. He
thinks that it verges on the blasphemous to ignore the great lessons
which the Master intended to teach by
this parable, and be satisfied with
using it to impress the lesson of kindness to animals and to encourage
"children to care for animal pets!"
He continues as follows:
"But—we shall be told by the advocates of these lesson helps—this lesson is for very young children in the
beginners' grade. Just here, however, is the fundamental fallacy of all
this pseudo-scientific pedagogy, viz.,
that the truths of the gospel cannot be
taught to little children. This is absolutely false. Cannot a little child
be taught to love the Lord Jesus and
trust him as his Saviour ? And is not
this very parable well calculated to
serve this purpose? With his vivid
imagination and his love for stories
such as this, the heart of the child will
go out to Jesus, if only we let the
child know that Jesus is the good
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Shepherd, who lays down his life for
his sheep. Surely the little child
needs the Saviour! How dare we,
then, when going over the Parable of
the Lost Sheep with him, withhold
the bread of life, in order to teach
kindness to animals?"
In conclusion he says:
"The fact of the matter is that the
Graded Lessons appear to be a deliberate attempt to substitute moral
truths and some of the truths of natural religion for Christianity, and
then to seek in the Bible for illustrations of these truths. In point of
fact, the underlying ideas which give
the tone to the Graded Lessons, are
fundamentally opposed to those of
the religion of the Bible, being formed and determined by the idea that all
that the child needs is instruction, not
salvation. In this way, the whole
Bible is distorted.
"It is high time that the Presbyterian Church arouse itself and demand that the Board of Publication
see to it that lesson helps are provided for the teachers and scholars in
our Sabbath-schools, which are evangelical in tone, which are prepared by
men who have real expository insight,
and which will 'open the Scriptures'
to the children, instead of wresting
and distorting the Bible."
Rev. D. S. McCaslin, D. D., of
Minneapolis, has just closed an exhaustive discussion of this subject in
The Presbyterian, in which he deals
principally with the heresies which
are taught in the Graded Lessons,
and repudiates them in no uncertain
words. It would require more space
than we have at our disposal to quote
at sufficient length to give the reader
an intelligent idea of his excellent and
scholarly article of over five pages,
which appears under the heading of
"A Dangerous Germ in the Graded
Lessons." Rev. E. Morris Ferguson,
Educational Superintendent of the
Presbyterian Board of Publication
and Sunday-School Work, publishes
a brief, and what seems to us to be a
very weak, reply. Rev. David S.
Kennedy, D. D., the able and scholarly editor of The Presbyterian, then
reviews this discussion briefly in an
editorial headed—"Poison Germs in
the Graded Lessons." Among other
things he says: "No man has a right
to leave out the supernatural when
teaching God's word. To instruct
teachers to suppress the facts of
Christ's crucifixion is pernicious. The
substititution of biographies of ordinary men for the word of God is presumptuous."
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aside by any district to suit their
wishes ?
I have always held, and do yet, that
no elder, nor number of elders have
any right or power to set aside, or
violate the decision of general conference, unless in special cases,—in
which, however, such work would
have to be held over to be ratified by
the next conference before it could
be considered or held legal.
I consider the housekeeping in the
church of the utmost importance if a
church is to prosper, and be kept from
losing its vitality, or spirituality. For
whenever this is lost the church will
The Religious Telescope, organ of
the United Brethren in Christ, some
time ago had a strong editorial
against the extra-biblical lessons in
the Graded Course, from which we
quote a few extracts :
"Such lessons are in perfect accord
with the preacher who takes his text
from Shakespeare, Whittier, Emerson, or Darwin.. .We might just as
well have Sunday sermons on fashions, political economy, and literary
criticism; for all this would have a
certain value. But the chief objection
arises from the fact that such addresses from the gospel pulpit are out
of harmony with its divinely-appointed purpose. The Bible has enough to
contend with from State supreme
courts, urged on by certain Jewish
and Roman Catholic elements, without being cast out of its legitimate
place in the Sunday-school by those
who profess to be its friends.
"We stand opposed without reservation to the displacement of the Bible
in the Sunday-school, whether by mission-study lessons, by lessons on social service, or by character study,
even though the lives illustrated have
filled a wide angle in the work of morality or the extension of the kingdom.
Certainly, this material can be drawn
upon to a sufficient degree for illustrative purposes and practical application while the lesson proper is being
taught.
"It is time to register a protest before the Holy Scriptures get lost
among the rubbish as in the days of
Hezekiah. It is time, too, to call a
halt on Graded Lessons before they
run the whole circle of the Sundayschool and bear incontrovertible evidence of some one's folly."—Dr.
Yahn, in Church Advocate.
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soon drift from the True Foundation,
it will suffer shipwreck on the shoals
and breakers and reefs of selfishness,
and will be a stench, and as vile a
carcass in the eyes and nostrils of
Jesus Christ, and of the living God.
A. M. ENGINE.

Detroit, Kans.
The following is additional to what
is elsewhere said in these notes in
reference to the Grantham lovefeast
on June 19. On Sunday evening, June
16th, the commencement sermon will
be preached. On Monday evening,
17th, the Messiah Young People's Society will have a meeting. The Commencement exercises on Wednesday
morning will incude orations and addresses. Wednesday afternoon and
evening lovefeast and communion. The
Summer session of the school opens
Monday morning, June 24.

MARRIAGES.
DETLMAN—BRENEMAN.—On
April
28, 1912, at the home of the bride's parents,
Bro. and Sr. D. K. Breneman, of Galva,
Kans.. there occurred the marriage of their
oldest daughter, Reta Viola, to William C.
Deilman. of Galva, Kans., Eld. D. L. Graybill, officiating.
S I D E R — M I C H A E L . — A t the home of
the bi ide's parents, Bro. and Sr. Nicholas
C. Michael, Sherkston, Ont., on Wednesday. April 24, 1912, Bro. Norman Sider of
Forks Road, Ont., and Sr. Nancy I.
Michael, were united in holy matrimony by
E l d . N . C. Michael, father of the bride.

MARRIAGES.
ROBASON.—William Henry Robason
was born August 4, 1825, in the State of
Ohio, died April 29, 1912, aged 85 years, 8
months and 20 days. H e came to this
State, Indiana, when quite young. H e was
married to Mary Ann Wortinger. To this
union were born twelve children.
Five
preceded the father to the spirit world,
ieaving the mother and seven children,
Jacob, of Michigan; Frank of Nappanee;
Louis of Lock; Martha Crone, of Nappanee; Ety Boid, Tily Pomrand, of South
Bend, Ind.; Phibean
Copenhaver,
of
Goshen, Ind. Thirty grand-children and
twenty-eight great-grandchildren; also one
sister and four brothers. Funeral services
were held in the U. B. Church, conducted
by Elder J. A. Stump, assisted by Rev.
Foke, of the U. B. Church. Text, Isa. 38:1.
Interment in South Union cemetery.
HOLLINGER.—Sister
Fianna
Hollinger was born December 25, 1827, and
died April 22, 1912. aged 84 years, 3 months
and 27 days. She took ill suddenly while
on a visit to her son and died within a few
weeks. Deceased was a member of the
Brethren in Christ church. She leaves to
mourn their loss four sons and one
daughter; Jacob. John, Samuel, Noah and
Amanda; and also five sisters and one
brother: Mrs. Henry Ginder, Mrs. Graybill,
Mrs. Boyd, all of Manheim; Mrs. Peters,
of Mastersonville; Mrs. Elizabeth Musser,
of Florin, and Benjamin Thuma, of Ohio.
Her funeral was held in the Fairview M.
H., and was taken to Mastersonville cemetery for burial, Rapho dist, Lancaster
county, Pa. Services were conducted by
Eld. Henry B. Hotter, Bro. Henry O. Musser, and Joseph Boll, of Manheim. Text—
Rev. 7:9.

